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Let us turn to Acts 22:4, “I prosecuted this way to the death binding and putting both men and women in prisons.” Verse 6, “And it came about, as I was on my way approaching Damascus around noontime, a very bright light suddenly flash from heaven all around me. And I fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to me, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you prosecuting me?’ and I answered, ‘who are thou Lord?’ and he said to me, ‘I am Jesus, the Nazaraean, whom you are prosecuting.’”
Let us still have another simple word of prayer. “Lord, we thank you because you have been gracious to us and call us to be at your feet. You have spoken so many words to us. By your grace, you have enabled us to know our Christ, our glorious Lord. Not only do we know His death, but His resurrection and His ascension. Now as we come to the end of the conference, the last evening, we ask that You would present Yourself throughout the whole meeting. May Your presence be our crown. We asked that you speak to the depths of our heart. We praise You for the word that You have spoken for the past few days. We know that You still have word to speak. We ask that You speak it to the depth. Remove any barriers that keep us from hearing Your word. We say, Lord, we are all here. Listen to our prayer. In Jesus’ precious name, Amen.”
 
The Testimony of Paul
 
We all know that the theme of the conference this time is “Knowing Christ”. Our brothers have already shared on Christ’s death and resurrection. We will look at Christ’s ascension tonight and tomorrow morning. Our brothers used the verses in chapter 3 of Philippians. There is the testimony of Paul; he tells us how he knows Christ, not only that he wants to gain Christ. He does not only consider everything rubbish in order to gain Christ, but he wants to know Christ. So he mentioned how he knew of Christ’s resurrection and His death. Today, we want to see how Paul knows the ascension. There is one thing we need to be reminded about: as soon as Paul was saved, as he was reborn, he knew the ascended Lord. His knowledge of ascension was not from books, and it was not learned from school. Paul gained firsthand knowledge of the ascended Christ. You remember that he was going to Damascus to arrest Christians. There was a great light that shone on him, and he fell to the ground. He thought that he was there to arrest those who believed in the name of Jesus, the Nazarene. But he never thought that he would be arrested. Once caught, he would never be able to escape. He was taken by the glorious Christ, the ascended Christ. From then on, he lost all his freedom. If we were to ask Paul, “According to your life experience, when did you start to know Christ?” He will tell you that it was on the road to Damascus. At that time, he was born from above, reborn, because the Holy Spirit birthed him.
When an infant is first born, the only thing he can see is light and darkness. After two or three days, in front of his two eyes, there will be a face. That face is a mother’s face. This infant will grow up before the face of the mother. Daily he sees the smile of the mother. The smile of the mother’s face is the reason he grows. That is why everybody celebrates Mother’s Day. Nobody celebrates Father’s Day. The only reason we have Father’s Day is to be able to sell ties. Yet Mother’s Day is remembered for the face that who brought us up. Paul was born of the Holy Spirit, so he saw the kingdom of God.
When he saw the kingdom of God, he saw the glory of God shone forth on Jesus Christ’s face. He knew that was the ascended Christ.
It is not as if he did not know this Lord. He knew His death; He knew that he hung on a tree. According to this theology, which is Paul’s understanding of the Old Testament, all those hung on a tree should be cursed: it is, therefore, impossible that it should happen to Christ. If the Bible is correct, then this Jesus is not the Christ. If Jesus really were the Christ, the Messiah, then the Old Testament is not right, but it is impossible to have Paul admit that the Old Testament is incorrect. We all know that the Old Testament is correct.
This is Paul’s understanding of Christ’s death. He considers those who are hung on the tree as cursed. So it seems impossible that Jesus is the Christ. All those who follow Jesus should be dispersed. So this is Paul; in him there are three worlds: the religious Hebrew world, the culture a Greek, and the Roman political and military world. He wants to climb up to the roofs of these worlds. The one who was hung on the tree was not Christ. He was going there to arrest those who followed Christ. He never thought that he ended up arrested.
 
Paul’s Conversion
 
When Paul was saved, it had much to do with Stephen’s being killed. How did he know that this was the ascended Christ? Do you remember that when Stephen was martyred, Paul was at the site? There were many words Paul did not want to hear, and many people closed their ears, Paul would have done the same. Paul did not want to hear, but he heard. Paul heard what Stephen mentioned of the Old Testament, but the Old Testament that Stephen spoken of, Paul had never seen before. He had never understood that before. This was a great shock to Paul. If Stephen is being destroyed, why is his face like an angel? How did Luke know that that face was the face of an angel? Because when Paul saw that face of an angel, he saw that Angelic face. You can see the Holy Spirit worked heavily in his heart. If this person is to be destroyed, why is his face like the face of an angel? Someone tells us, the heart of a martyred is a lion’s heart, but his face is the face of an angel.  Paul would never forget that face. But more importantly, before Stephen was martyred, he said, “ I saw the heavens opened, and the son of men standing at the right hand of God.” Brothers and sisters, Paul is one who knew the Old Testament from the Book of Daniel he knew who the son of men was, the Messiah. Now, he heard what Stephen said, he saw the heavens opened, saw the son of men in glory standing at the right hand of God. Brothers and sisters, maybe Paul did not want to hear those words, and like all the others, he covered his ears, but that word ended up in him. It brought many difficulties to him. Why? If Jesus was indeed cursed, how can he entered into glory? If he was nailed to the cross, he was not Christ. Yet only the Messiah can enter into glory and stand at the right hand of God. Isn’t this the word of Psalm 110? Didn’t Paul understand the Old Testament’s word? Didn’t Paul understand the words of Psalm 110?
Stephen was right and his testimony was true, but what message is being said here? He is that one of whom people said, “Crucify Him, crucify Him.” Men rejected Him. But now He has ascended to heaven and standing at the right hand of God. The Bible tells us that the crow covered their ears, and we believed that Paul was covering his ears too, but, at the same time, he wanted to hear. Even though he doesn’t like what he heard, he heard. The Holy Spirit planted some words in Paul. And he wants to cover that voice.
He wants to smother that voice, that conscience. What does he do? Either he surrenders to the sound or he believes Jesus, the Nazarene, is the Messiah. But he is not willing. So he uses his foot to kick against goad, the Lord said, kicking against the goad is difficult. In order for the voice of the conscience to be unheard, he has to go to the other extreme. So a very civil and gentle Paul suddenly becomes a murderer. He wants to bleed the saint’s blood, if only he destroys all these followers of Jesus. It will be Paul’s victory, and all these voices will go away.
 
Paul and The Light
 
Paul’s situation is similar to what was found in Genesis 1: a big void. But the spirit of the Lord hovered around the surface of the water. As he went on the road to Damascus, Jesus said, “Let there be light.” And the light of the Gospel was shown on Paul. When Paul was in rabbinic school, so many times, he learned what the glory of God was. The glory of God, he learned from the book, from Ezekiel, but this is the first time; he actually met God’s glory. God’s glory was manifested on the face of Jesus; now he found a noun. When God said let there be light, there is light. That is the old creation.
How do you explain Paul’s experience? Thank the Lord. Paul said that in Jesus Christ, he is a new creation. Paul is now saved. How does Paul know that this is the ascended Christ? The Holy Spirit already said, as Stephen testified, that if he only sees our Lord on the cross, Christ and all his followers should be prosecuted.
The death and the resurrection are interconnected: His resurrection and His ascension are interconnected. When Paul was saved, he was reborn. The one he faced was the resurrected and ascended Lord. Not only did Paul, but all of us, when we were saved by grace, in the depths of the spirit, met Him. According to the Scripture, the One whom you met is the ascended Christ. Even though you might not have understood much then, that is the resurrected Christ, the ascended Lord, this is being reborn. Seeing Him is not in your head as knowledge, but in the depths of your spirit. In the same way Paul was arrested on the road to Damascus, we met our Lord, and we were reborn and saved. I say again, if you have never met this Lord, I am afraid that you are not saved.
 
Meeting the Ascended Lord
 
I was baptized when I was 14. I grew up in a Christian home. I thought I was already a Christian and brought many to Christ. One day, my father said, “You can be baptized.” So I said, “I am willing.” But at that time, the baptism is a bit difficult. You have to undergo a baptism discussion. If you pass the test, you then can be baptized. If you do not past the test, you cannot be baptized. If they give you a 1 that means you passed; if a 3, that means you failed. I thought that I would get a one, but they gave me a three. So I was really angry, I said to myself, “Fine, I am not going to be baptized.” Then my father said, “Try again, go in the evening.” I had a talk with a brother who is from Zhen Don, who had a very deep voice, and the question that he asked me was so simple. But because he was so imposing, I was scared and I couldn’t answer. In the evening, somebody else posed a question. The person that actually interviewed me was a judge. I said, “Now is even worse.” But this judge was just like a elderly grandfather. He asked me, “Do you believe in the Lord, Jesus?” I said, “Yes”. He said “Do you believe in your head or in your heart?” From head to heart is less than a foot. But the distance is like that between heaven and hell. Suddenly, I understood; I believed in my head. He asked, “Are you willing to believe in your heart?” I said, “I am willing”, so I prayed. I was saved that day. Once I came out of the water being baptized, I saw that the whole world was different. It is not the world changed, but I changed. I met the glorious Lord. I met the ascended Lord. Nobody who meets the ascended Lord can return the same way.
The magi came to worship the king of the Jews. They saw the true glory of the king. The Bible told us that they did not go back the same way. Brothers and sisters, thank the Lord, this is a story of half a century ago. But thank the Lord, since those days, I can say from the depths of my conscience, the Lord that we believe in is the resurrected Lord, the ascended Christ. All of us believers begin with the ascension of Christ. This is called rebirth. This is being born from above. Why is it being born from above? Because the ascended Christ has met us; from that day on, we are controlled by the heavens. Every movement that we have on earth is controlled by the heavens. Thank the Lord.
This is the story of Paul. If we were to ask Paul, how do you know the ascension? He is going to say, “Throughout all my experiences of knowing Christ, the first thing that I met is the ascended Christ.” If you really meet the ascended Christ, you will say what Paul said in Acts 22:8. “And I answered, ‘Who are thou, Lord?’ and he said to me, ‘I am Jesus, the Nazarene, whom you are prosecuting.’” Paul met the ascended Christ, and the ascended Christ immediately showed Paul the Lord, Jesus in history, because Jesus the Nazarene was a historical character. Jesus Christ is an ironclad historical fact of the human history. The ascended Christ and the historical Christ are closely interconnected in Jesus the Nazarene.
 
The Necessity of the Ascended and Historical Christ
 
Today, some people want to split the ascended Christ from the historical Christ. They say that the four gospels depict, you can’t believe. But we in the spirit have met Christ, so we call him the Christ of faith. As long as you believe the Lord, that is ok.
Whether the four gospels are right does not matter. This is called liberal theology. However, the Lord knows our difficulties. Our Lord knows that we speak of death, resurrection, and ascension. It speaks of theology clearly. You see, many modernists can begin with reform theology. They believe the so-called theology and believe every word of Paul. But they don’t believe Jesus was resurrected from the death. They don’t believe in the accounts of the four gospels; this is impossible. Let’s remember, the one in whom we believe is Christ, and the one whom we have met is the ascended Christ. When the Lord revealed that to us, he brought us back 2000 years. Two thousand years ago, our Lord hung on the cross for us; three days later, he was truly resurrected from the death. He was not just resurrected mentally. He was actually resurrected physically as well, our Lord ascended to heaven in history. If we are to know the ascension, then our subjective experience is the ascended Christ. But do not forget, the Lord must show us that “I am the Lord whom you prosecuted.” For this reason, our Lord brings us back 2000 years.
Thank the Lord. Now we ask, “Our Lord, why is Your ascension a historical fact?” We need to understand these facts. You cannot just meet the ascended Christ and not see Jesus the Nazarene. You cannot separate Jesus the Nazarene and the ascended Christ. It is true that if separate the two, the Bible would be easier to explain. Many problems are solved. For example, the five bread, two fish and the five thousands being fed. Many people find it difficult to believe. So many people said Jesus didn’t use five loaves and two fish. So they explain it as everyone was so touched that each took out five loaves and two fish.
Dear brothers and sisters, He said, “ I am Jesus the Nazarene, whom you are prosecuting.” Do not forget, our Lord indeed hung on the cross for us. On the first month, day 14, from noon to three, when the Jewish priests were busy slaying the lambs for the Passover, our Lord hung on the cross for us. He said, “My God, my God, why has thou forsaken me?” Then he said, “It is finished!” Then He gave up His spirit to the Father.
That was at three o’clock. From noon to three, so many Passover lambs were slain. They are but shadows. Now, John tells us, it was at that day when all of the families have the Passover lamb, that our Lord hung on the cross for us. “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” Brothers and sisters, this was what happened 2000 years ago. Is this amazing? It is exactly on the fourteenth day of the first month. Thank the Lord, that not only that, three days later, He was resurrected from the dead. Not only was He resurrected, He also ascended to heaven. We have to ask, “How do we know our Lord ascended?” Thank the Lord, these fact are recorded in the scripture. Of course, our material comes from the four gospels.
 
Mark and Luke’s Account of the Ascension
 
When you read the gospels, you will see that Matthew does not speak of the ascension. Mark does. Luke does. John does not mention that. Why is it this way? It has to do with the Lord’s revelation in each gospel: Matthew shows us that our Lord Jesus is King; Mark shows Him as the servant of God; Luke shows us that He is the perfect man; and John shows us that He is the Son of God. So we see four different sides. We see the image of a lion from Matthew, the image of an ox from Mark, the image of a man from Luke, and the image of an eagle from John.
 
What is the special feature of an eagle? His life is a transcended life. He is on top of the mountain, and he is on the rock. Suddenly he soars down to the ground. Because his velocity is so high, he is the one who descends from heaven and still is in heaven. John shows us that our Lord is such a Lord. His life is like the life of an eagle. You know eagles have a special feature. His eyes are different than all the other creation of the Lord. They can look directly into sunlight and not be destroyed. Not a single one of us can look at God directly and not be destroyed. But only the one in the bosom of the Father can see God’s glory. So this life is the life of an eagle. He is descended from heaven yet still in heaven. You don’t have to talk about ascension, so John did not talk about ascension.
Mathew shows us that he is already glorified; He is that glorious king. If that is the case, the authority of heaven and earth has been given unto Him.
 
Mark’s Account
 
Only two gospels mention about ascension. One is Mark, and the other is Luke. Let us read a couple of passages. Mark 16:19, “So then when the Lord Jesus had spoken to them,
He was received up into heaven and sat down at the right hand of God. And they went out and preached everywhere while the Lord and work with them and confirm by the signs that follow.” Our Lord is the servant of God. God sent him down to earth. When He finished His commission, He obviously went back to the One who sent Him. This speaks of ascension. But more amazingly, the Lord who was received up into heavens, sat down at the right hand of God. He became King. He is already in glory. Do you understand? The Lord said, “Whoever wants to be first amongst you shall be the servant of all.” Our Lord has served everyone. He gave his life on the cross for us. He finished His mission. He is the greatest in the universe because He died for everyone. Here, we see our Lord not only ascended, but glorified. Now you see, our Lord said, “Whoever wants to be first, you will be the slave of all.” Mark ended this way. But not only that, the disciples followed His footsteps and preached the gospel everywhere. They did not say the Lord went to heaven and that was it. Although the Lord went to heaven, the Lord worked with them. They were still on earth and preaching the gospel. Every work was on earth, but the Bible said the Lord worked with them. Now, where is this Lord? The Lord is in heaven. Do you see it now? All the work is a result in heaven. All the work begins from heaven. It didn’t begin with the disciples. Do you see? This is how Mark ends. And it is confirmed by the signs of that which followed, amen. That ended the book of Mark. According to this account, we can understand a little about not only just the ascension but how He was glorified. He gave His life to each of us. There is no greater love than His.
His love conquered us all; His love conquered millions of people. His love is that deep. We all know that He is that greatest of all. He entered into glory. This is Mark.
 
Luke’s Account
 
Let us look at Luke. We also look at the last chapter of Luke. The easiest way to look at the ascension of Christ is the last chapter. Luke 24:50, “ And He led them out as far as Bethany, and He lifted His hand and blessed them. And it came about as He was blessing them, He parted from them and was carried up into heaven. And they worshiped Him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy continually in the temple praising Him.”
Brothers and sisters, did you know that Luke begins with the temple and ends with the temple? Luke shows us a priest at the very beginning. The priest’s name is Zechariah. Zechariah drew the lot so he could go burn incense in the temple of the Lord. All the people outside were praying. When he came out, people saw that he was mute. Here is a priest. He had no words after he came out. Do you understand? This is how Luke began. At the end of Luke, our Lord ascended to heaven. If you read Hebrews, our Lord is the great high priest in the heavens. Now that our Lord is ascended, He lifted His arm and blessed them. Now that He has ascended to heaven, He is our great priest. You can see the symmetry of the beginning and the end of Luke. Do you see that? The beginning is a picture of the Old Testament. You have a priest bringing the people to the temple to pray.
After he came out, he had no words. When our Lord ascended to heaven, he blessed them. As he blessed them, he departed up into heaven. This is how the Gospel of Luke ends.
When we put these two accounts together, we know that our Lord is glorified. On one hand, He is a King. On the other hand, He is a high priest, according to the order of Melchizedek. Melchizedek is a king, and on the other hand, he is a priest when you take these accounts of the Bible and put the facts of history together. Very clearly, we see. Slowly, we understand the temple. So then we understand why Psalm 110, when it mentions the ascension of Christ, why it mentioned Melchizedek. You see, God’s word is very clear. When we read, that is why the Lord said, “I am Jesus, the Nazarene, whom you are prosecuting.” Not only that, if you and I understand what Luke is saying, you will understand why our Lord ascended to heaven. Luke shows our Lord as the perfect man, the one who is according to the Lord’s heart. Adam failed, but in the Lord, there is no failure. Who can fulfill this testimony? Nobody is more qualified than this Physician.
Luke was a physician. You don’t know how many lives went by him. He would see a child when he was first born. He would also see a person slowly getting old. When he looked at life, he would see life beginning in a cradle, but ending in a grave. Do you see that? The child begins slowly from the beginning. After 30, it starts sliding down. At the end is the grave. We all come in horizontally, and we leave horizontally, too. Let’s remember, the people that Luke was speaking to were the Greeks. The Greeks speak of perfectionism. They want to look for a perfect person, and that person is a lawyer, a priest, a scientist, and an athlete. When Luke preached the Gospel, he told the Greek world that he found the one you are looking for, that perfect man. You cannot find a perfect life in this world.
 
The Lord’s Ascension
 
The Lord was already an adult when Mark began. Because He was a servant, you don’t have to account for when He was one or two years old. You can just account for the years that He worked. If you read Luke, it is the most complete account of our Lord. Luke wants to give us a testimony. He observed so many lives. He saw that this life was different than all other lives. How did this life begin? It began in a manger; the baby was wrapped in linen in a manger. This life grew slowly. After thirty years, there was a voice from heaven that said, “This is My beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.” The life of Christ completely satisfied the Father. He was like a tender shoot before Jehovah. Just like the root of a tree, you can’t see it. After thirty years, the heaven couldn’t help but to say, “This is My beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.” Then God opened the dams of the waters of life and the waters of life flowed out. Our Lord bore much fruit all over for three years. And then he went to Mount Hermon. You see, He accomplished God’s will. When He went to Mount Hermon, He could have gone back home to God. Whether His life or work, He satisfied the heart of God the Father. Again the heaven said, “This is My beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.” For you and I, the Lord could not ascend to heaven then. From the very top of Mount Hermon, going by the Jordon meant descending, and He descended all the way to Golgotha. That way is but six months, yet this was clearly the way of the cross. After He finished this route, heaven had no word. Heaven had action. The Bible tells us that He was received up to heavens. Brothers and sisters,
we go from the cradle to the grave. That is our lives. Our Lord is without sin. He also began from the cradle. But He came from the mostly humbly cradle, the manger. From there, He began. You see, that life grew. Thank you, Lord. After the first 30 years, then three more years, then half a year more, and at the very end, God received Him into heaven. In other words, this life, it grew all the way before God. He began at the cradle, but ended at the throne. Do you understand? Luke shows us a perfect man: this man went from a manger all the way to the throne. We come in a horizontal plane and leave in a horizontal plane. Our Lord entered this world horizontally, but He left this world vertically. Now you understand the meaning of ascension.
 
A slow ascension
 
The Holy Spirit accounts for when the Lord was received into heaven. It was a very slow ascension. After He was resurrected, He saw the disciples of Emmaus. After He broke the bread, He suddenly vanished. When He said, He vanished, He vanished. But why didn’t He vanish this time? He couldn’t. All the people could see and the Bible said clearly, “Slowly He ascended.” You will make no mistake. No matter how many times you blink, you will still see Him. Do you see that? It is very important. The ascended Lord is the One who was resurrected from the dead. As soon as we go into the grave, our bodies was corrupt. Our Lord is without sin, so His body did not decay. Do not forget!
When our Lord was resurrected, His body was not decayed. His body was incorruptible, and He did clearly have a body. When He slowly ascended, if He was just spirit, you would not see Him. He went with a body that slowly ascended. Nobody has ascended to the heaven. That was what the Gospel of John said. But then you say, “What about Elijah and Enoch? And what about others?” I won’t answer you. Find the answer yourselves because the Lord said nobody has ever ascended to heaven. Do you see that? This has never happened before. Here you have a life on earth, a perfect man. The Lord’s  ascension and His incarnation are a little bit different. When the Lord became flesh, He came down from heaven. We did not see the actual process. We just knew that Mary was with child by the Holy Spirit. When He came from heaven to earth, you already saw Him in a manger. You see, the point of incarnation is not there. The incarnation just tells us that through Mary, Jesus had a body. When our Lord fell asleep on the boat, He was a man. When He stopped and rebuked the wind and the storm, he was God. Thank the Lord. Our Lord put on a body of a man and began in a manger. What is the final result? His life is very different than ours. Our life is from cradle to grave, yet our Lord’s life is from the manger to the throne. If you were to ask me, “What did the ascension accomplish for us? What does it mean?” If you only know the Lord’s death and resurrection, but you don’t speak of the ascension, what is our understanding? We know that God put men in the Garden of Eden at the beginning. Adam sinned as a result. They were finally cast out of Eden. And then the Lord worked the work of redemption. There needs death and resurrection. It all has to do with redemption. When we speak of redemption, we get saved. Finally, we gain access to paradise. If we only speak of death and resurrection, very clearly, we are not only justified by faith. We are sanctified by faith. No longer are we under the judgment for sin, but we can overcome sin.
 
God’s Eternal Purpose
 
Doesn’t this mean going back to the Garden of Eden? Is this God’s eternal purpose? What was God’s original purpose? It was for us to eat of the fruit of the Tree of Life. That life of the Tree refers to the life of Christ. But sadly, man did not eat the fruit of the Tree of life. They ate of the fruit of the Tree of the Wisdom and Knowledge. This is a problem. If Adam ate of the fruit of the Tree of Life, what would be the result? The result would be what the Lord’s ascension brings us. When our Lord ascended, if sin had not come in, we still have to leave this world, but we would not leave by death. What is God’s purpose in our life? Not only are we justified be faith, not only are we sanctified by faith, but Paul tells us that we are glorified by faith, to be conformed to the image of His Son. Because we fell, you see clearly, there is a death and resurrection of our Lord. Because of our Lord’s ascension, we can see God is satisfied. It is not that we return back to the Garden of Eden. What God wants is what He did not get in Adam’s life. When our Lord ascended, He showed us what the eternal purpose of God is. From this, we understand the meaning of ascension. From this, we can meet the ascended Christ. He did not just allow us to regain paradise. He did not just allow us to be justified or sanctified by faith. He wants us to be glorified by faith. How do we have glory? We have no glory. When we are conformed to the image of the Son and when others see in us Christ’s gentleness, patience, and glory, people will say, “This is glory.” Now we understand the whole Gospel of Luke. Why does Luke describe it this way? Now you understand why
Paul said, “It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me.” How does Christ live in him? Not according to Paul, but according to how our Lord lived. He went from the manger to the throne. Very clearly, Paul shows us that we need to be conformed to the image of the Son of God.
 
The Account in Acts
 
Let’s move forward! Let look at the account in Acts. What does Luke say in Chapter 1, verse 1 of Acts. “O Theophilus, first account I composed.” Now you see that there is a first, and there is a second book of Luke. The first account of Luke is the gospel of Luke. The second account of Luke is Acts. In the first account, the ascension is at the very end. In the second account, the ascension is at the very beginning. This is very interesting.
When we read the book of Acts, it begins with the ascension, but there is one difference. Luke said the Lord said goodbye to the disciples in Bethany. Acts said that He ascended from the Mount of Olive. Which is correct, the first or second book? The answer is, both of them are correct. I will ask you to find the answers at home since we truly don’t have the time to go into it. The most important thing is how Luke has the accounts. When he accounted it was the same, he added a little extra here. He said that they were looking as he was taken up. It was “slowly taken up” in the original transcript. There was a group of clouds that took Him up and then we do not see Him. Was that the end? No. As they were gazing intensely into the sky, suddenly two men in white clothing stood beside Him, wearing white clothing does not necessary denote angels. Doctors and nurses wear white clothing as well. This is how we read the Bible. The Bible did not say two angels. It said two men in white clothing stood beside Him. Their testimony is very important. It tells us what the real meaning of ascension is. What does it say? This Jesus who has been taken up from you to heaven will come back just the same way as you watched Him go into heaven. This ascension has to do with the Lord’s returning. In the first account of Luke, the ascension had to do with the incarnation. I like the words that our brother Campbell Morgan said, “Many times we speak of the biography of our Lord Jesus; we speak of the incarnation. When we speak of His incarnation, we speak of His time on earth.” He said this is not correct. Strictly speaking, we should speak of Him all the way including the throne because our Lord still has human characteristic on the throne. You see a man in glory fully satisfying God’s heart, the first fruit. Because of that, He was not only resurrected, he also ascended to heaven. This has to do with our future. Resurrection always connects to ascension. As long as He was resurrected, He ascended. It will be the same with us. When the trumpet sounds, we will be resurrected.
 
We will be raptured and meet our Lord in the air. Our ascension has to do with rapture. Therefore, the spirit of ascension and rapture are the same. That life is so mature that it is raptured into heaven. Why rapture? Rapture has to do with the level of maturity. When the life is mature, you will be raptured. When the wheat is ripe, you will see that portion of the head is riper. The portion nearest to the ground will become drier. It is more alive towards heaven and dying towards the earth. When you harvest, it goes away. This is why we are raptured. The spirit of rapture is the spirit of ascension. That is why when our Lord has ascended into heaven, paradise did not go up. If paradise is in heaven, not only will we resurrect, we will be raptured. You don’t come down and go back up.
Resurrection comes out of death. We are raptured into heaven and will enter into glory. It is very clear here that the first account of Luke has to do with incarnation. The second account of Luke allows us to see that the ascension has to do with the Lord’s return.
 
 
How did our Lord ascend? From Mount Olive to the clouds consists of the first stage. The first stage is public. The second stage occurs in secret: from the clouds to the throne. How is He going to return? In will be in the exact reverse: from the throne to the cloud and then from the cloud to Mount Olive. In the first stage, He will be like a thief of the night; nobody will see. It is like the morning star. Only if you wait for the morning, you will see. The second stage is like the lightening. It is public. He is the righteous Sun. If you and I don’t understand the ascension, we don’t understand the return. It is all connected together.
 
Putting It All Together
 
We have to put all the facts together. If you were to ask me, “What did the Lord do after He ascended?” Above the clouds, the disciples could not see, yet Acts shows what is under the clouds. Luke accounts for all that the Lord has taught and did on earth. Now the Lord has ascended. What is in Acts? It seems that Acts tells us of the Lord above the clouds that we can’t see. How did you know that He ascended? You just have to look at what is under the clouds. If you want to know the ascended Christ, you just have read the whole book of Acts. Nobody has gone through a war like we just have throughout human history. This is a war that you can’t find in history. This war was called the digital war.
Why? What is the feature of this war? We always thought that the war is fought under the clouds. It has nothing to do with what is above the clouds. No. The second war, you just saw in Iraq. On TV, you saw many sand storms. And then you saw the troops still going in. You will see that it is very dangerous. How can they win the war? You cannot see ahead of you. How can you win the war? When the bombing of the coalition began in Baghdad, the coalition wanted to have the least possible casualties. How could they be so sure? What is the difference between this war and the last war of the Persian Gulf? In the first war, the missiles were guided by laser. This time, it was guided by satellite. In other words, this is controlled by what is above the cloud. Whether you lose a war or gain a victory, it depends on what is above the clouds. Above the clouds shows you where the missiles should go. Do you know how accurate it can get? If you aim against a wall, you can have the wall fall to the inside, not the outside. If the wall falls this way, many people might die. The newspaper would have civilian casualties. If the wall falls on the inside, the most it would do is to fall on Sadam Hussain’s head. There has been no war to gain a victory. If you were just to use laser, it would not be enough. We say that bullets don’t have eyes, yet now these bullets have eyes. These eyes came from above the clouds. For this reason, not only do you have to bring your gun to the battlefield, you also have to bring your laptop. Only with the laptop can you see where you are and where your enemies are. You can’t see them. How can you win the war? What you can’t see, the heavens can see. The US won the war. This is an example. It shows us the stories of Acts after our Lord has ascended. Our Lord used Mary’s body to accomplish God’s will before He ascended. Thank the Lord. Now He uses the mystical body, the Church. No matter where you go, the head is in the heavens. Our head is the ascended Christ. Anything that happens below the clouds is controlled by what is above the clouds.
 
What is Pentecost? Pentecost is descended from heaven. If you are born of the Spirit, you are born from above. This is the special feature of a Christian. This is what Nicodimus did not understand. He could only understand earthly things. Our Lord wanted to tell him heavenly things, but he had to be reborn. What is the church? The church was born in the ascension. When our Lord is glorified, He said,  “It is good for me to go, if I don’t go then the comforter will not arrive. If the comforter does not arrive, then it is not good for you.” If the Holy Spirit were to descend, you know that our Lord has ascended and He’s been king. Our God has made him Lord and Christ. Christ was just a title in the four Gospels. Yet in the letters of the apostle Paul, Christ is a name. It became a proper name. Why is that? Because Paul knew after our Lord ascended, He gained the name above all names. Everyone claimed Jesus as Lord. Jesus was the name that God gave to Him. Now He is glorified. This differentiates the Pauline epistles from all the other books. He speaks of Jesus Christ and Christ Jesus; not only that, he speaks of being in Christ and in Christ Jesus. He never speaks of being bin Jesus or in Jesus Christ. This is very amazing. Can somebody say that I am in Washington or I am in Confucius? This is impossible.
Because our Lord ascended, not only was Paul shaken, the whole church and the whole earth were shaken. This is the glorious situation of the church after the Pentecost. How do you explain Acts? Luke ends with the ascension, but Acts starts with the ascension. Our Lord continued to teach and act. After our Lord ascended, everything began from the throne and heaven. Today, you can organize a business, but not a church. The church is heavenly. Thank the Lord. This is the book of Acts. If we read all of these, we know that this is the historical fact.
 
The Prophecy Fulfilled
 
You might still be worried. The Lord knows our weakness. The Lord knows that our faith is not that great. The Lord knew this a long time ago; in the Old Testament, He already told us. All of us begin life before we even had videotape. But our Lord had videotape before He had life. Where is His videotape? His videotape was in the hands of those that said, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” Do you see how that is possible? When they looked through the binoculars for the future, could the prophets see the ascension of our Lord?
There was one who saw it. He saw it to the point of being sick. He wanted to find where the explanation was. It is very amazing. This was an Old Testament prophet. They saw it through the binoculars of time. One day, they saw the ascension. They could not understand it. They were afraid. They were astounded. How could somebody slowly ascend? How can somebody enter into glory? How can you even have that thought in the Old Testament? From Genesis to Malachi, you don’t have that kind of example. No wonder when they saw it, they got sick. They could not bear it. Where is this prophecy?
 
Let us turn to Daniel 7:13, “Keep looking at the night vision.” This is Daniel. “And behold the clouds of heaven look like a son of man was coming. And it came up to the ancient of days and to Him was given dominion, glory and a kingdom that all the people, nations, and men of every language might serve Him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which will not pass away.” In Luke, the most we saw was the clouds. Daniel saw above the clouds. He saw one who looked like the son of man was coming. And He was presented before him as a king to the ancient of days. He was given dominion, glory and a kingdom that all the people, nations, and men of every language might serve Him: His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which will not pass away. His kingdom is one which will not be destroyed. And then Daniel was sick. “As for me Daniel, my spirit was distressed within me, and the vision in my mind kept alarming me. I approached one of those that are standing and began asking the exact meaning of these.”
 
Daniel wanted to know what was happening. He wanted the explanations. This is what we want to accomplish in these two days. After we see this vision, we have to see the explanation. It is something that we cannot think of. How can one man be ascended into heaven? In glory, there is a son of men. In this vision of the ascension, we see the son of man. On the throne, we see humanity. Not only has He gained dominion, glory, and nations, God made Him Lord and Christ. No wonder Daniel reacted the way he did. He could not understand this. God knows our weakness. The Holy Spirit is amazing. It describes the prophecy before us. We have to know what the spirit says. Verses 17, these great beasts, which are four numbers, are four kings, which will arise from the earth. It speaks of before the Son of Man coming. Daniel saw four breasts coming from the Mediterranean. One was a lion, one was a bear, etc. According to prophecies of Daniel chapter 2 the four kingdoms come out around the Mediterranean Sea. The first was Babylon. Wasn’t Babylon from the past? Why did the Lord say, “Nebuchadnezzar, you are the golden head”? In Chapter 7 this lion came from the sea. Although Babylon happened way before, when did it arrive in the Mediterranean? It was during the time of Nebuchadnezzar. The Lord’s word is so accurate. It was same with Cyrus. The Persian Empire was also part of history. Not only has the lion come up, but also the bear. Four different kingdoms here represented by four beasts. Chapter 2 shows us gold, silver and bronze. It is the dream of an emperor. The only thing that they see is an awesome gold, silver and bronze. In the eye of Daniel, Israel is like a lamb, from the mouth of a lion to the mouth of the bear, and to the other beasts. Daniel 2 shows us the outer appearance of the world.
 
Today the young people only see the outside of the world. Nobody sees the corrupt nature of the world. It is corrupted to a point that men no longer look like men. Thank the Lord. There is going to be a fifth kingdom. This kingdom is the kingdom of the Son of Man. In this kingdom, men will look like men. God became man, so that man can become man, not for man to become God. Just like Jesus, God will bring forth a kingdom. And in this kingdom, you will see a man. It is the kingdom of the Son of Man. The king of this kingdom must be the fifth king. The fifth king appears after the first four kings, right? It is very interesting. All these four kings were name in the Bible. We know who they are. First Nebuchadnezzar, second, we know Cyrus. And we know Alexander the Great. Now what about the fourth one?
 
Don’t forget, after the fourth one passed away, the Son of Man will arrive, be crucified, then ascend to heaven. We have to ask where the fourth king is? Let look at Luke, chapter 2. “ Now it come about those days, a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, a census should be taken of all the inhabitants.” Then everybody knows the story of Bethlehem. And then Jesus was born. Caesar Augustus is the king of the Roman Empire. This is one of the four beasts. After Caesar Augustus appeared, our Lord was born. Later He was crucified for us and resurrected for us. Then He ascended for us. When you put together the facts and the prophecies together from the Bible, we will understand. Thank the Lord! Now all young brothers and sisters, we will have assurance. Our Lord’s crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension were all historical facts. The Bible used the first and second accounts of Luke to show us that our Lord ascended. Do you know why the Lord ascended to heaven? Not only might He bring us back to paradise, but also to the eternal purpose of God. Therefore, we can gain Sonship and to be conformed to the image of the Son of God. All this work is for the eternal purpose of God. May the Lord speak to the depths of our hearts.
 
Let us pray. “Lord, we commit these words into Your hand. We especially pray for the young people. In the very early stage of their lives, may You impress these words deeply into their hearts! We thank You Lord! You not only manifest the reality into our lives, You also enable us to understand what the ascension is. We truly thank you, Lord. We have met the ascended Christ and the ascended Christ lives in us today. This Lord takes us back 2000 years and lets us see the glorious facts. Lord, be gracious to us. Even though the meeting is ending, please continue to speak to each one of us. We pray these the precious name if Jesus, Amen.”
 
 
2
 
Let us turn to the Ephesians, 2:5. “ Made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in our transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. And raised us up with him and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus. In order that in the ages to come, He might show the suppressing riches of His grace and kindness towards us in Christ Jesus.”
 
Let us have another simple word of prayer. “Lord, we thank You that the word You speak to us is spirit and alive. Not only have You already ascended to heaven and are seated at the right hand of God, but Your word tells us even when we were dead in our transgressions, You made us alive in Christ. And we are seated with Christ in heaven.
Our Lord, we thank You. We ask that You will continue to deeply reveal these words in our hearts. Just as Paul prayed, give us the spirit of wisdom and revelation that we might truly know You. Listen to our prayer in Jesus’ precious name, Amen.”
 
To See Christ
 
When Paul was first saved, he saw the ascended Christ. Even though his physical outward eyes were blinded by great light, his inner eyes were opened. Paul met the ascended Christ on the road to Damascus, and likewise with us. At the moment we were saved, we all met the ascended Lord. So we can say, our experience began at the moment when we met our Lord. In reality, Paul did meet the ascended Lord. For the new believers and the young brethren, I want to speak a bit more in this point. Many people just know they are saved by grace. In reality, the Bible has an important truth: rebirth. When we are reborn, we are reborn of the Spirit. We are born from above. There are many stories. I want to remind brothers and sisters. When we read the New Testament, especially the four gospels, do you remember that our Lord once healed a man who was blinded from birth? The Pharisees were very nervous. May be because we Chinese do not understand very well the background of the Jews, we are not influenced too much by this passage. We might ask why the Pharisees are that nervous; They want to find out if he was blinded from birth. They first asked the blinded, then his parent. Why are these Pharisees so anxious? In the background, it is a very important thing in history that our Lord healed a man blinded since birth. If you and I read the Old Testament, there were a lot of miracles. Crossing the Red Sea was a miracle. A dead man’s resurrection was a miracle. Yet no matter how you read the Old Testament, you can’t find this miracle: the blind sees. Is there such prophecy in the Old Testament? Yes. But when would the blind be able to see? It is when the Messiah arrives. The people of Israel were waiting for the Messiah. They were like Paul. They didn’t think that Jesus was the Messiah. Even until today, they are still waiting for the Messiah. According the Old Testament, the Messiah will do something that has never been done before. Eyes that were born blind can now see. When our Lord healed the blind man of what does that remind us? It reminds us that our Lord is the Messiah. He is the one that the Jews have been waiting for. The Messiah has arrived amongst them. He has opened their eyes, but they don’t believe. They thought that was impossible because they didn’t believe that Jesus is the Messiah. They said this is not true. When we read the story of the blind, we are then clear why the Pharisees are so anxious and nervous.
 
The days that Adam ate of the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, God said, “The day that you eat it, you shall die.” We know that Adam live for another 900+ years after he ate the fruit. Yet when God said you shall die that day, then you shall die. Even though his body lived for another 900 years, even though his mind and his emotions were a few hundred years old, the day he ate of the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Even, God said he would die. Where did he die? Not in his body, not in his sold, but in spirit. Our body touches the things around us and our soul feels our existence.  Our spirit is the channel for us to have fellowship with our Lord. The day he ate of that fruit, his spirit died. The bible said, “Adam’s eyes were opened, and he realized that he was naked.”  He was self-conscious.  A pair of eyes was opened.  It was blurry before, and now he feels he is naked. At the same time, his inner eyes became blind. All descendants of Adams are born blind. Who then can open our eyes? Why can we see today? We were blind before; now we see. Ever since Paul met the Lord on the road to Damascus, he wanted to testify. Before he was blind, now he sees. It is the same with us. How are our eyes opened? How can we see? It is very much related to the ascension of our Lord.
 
Before we see this point, let me tell you a story. There was a young man. He was Prince Charming. He went down to a very deep valley one day. In that valley, there was a village. All the people that village were blind. He fell in love with a girl there. They were going to wall down the path of matrimony. Before he asked her hand in marriage, this girl had a condition. Everyone in this village was blind; only his eyes were opened. Everyone was normal except him. She could not marry someone who was adnormal.
She said, “if you marry me, you have to take out both of your eyes. You have to be like us, blind, then I will marry you.” That night, the young man debated over whether he would take out his eyes. He thought about it overnight. Without a word, he left that village. This is a very touching story, yet this is not a great story. If this were a grand story, that man would have taken out his two eyes.
 
That is not the end. Let me tell you a true story. This is an accurate story. Two thousand years ago, when our Lord became flesh, He went into a valley. In this valley, not a single one of us was not blind. When our Lord came to earth, He was just like that Prince Charming. He was a perfect man, but not like that Prince Charming when He came to earth. He indeed loved us. Because of His love for us, He had to do something. He was nailed on the cross for us. Not one of us had our eyes opened. Only our Lord had His eyes opened. He was always living before the smiling face of His Father. He never left His Father. We often say the Lord came to die for us because of our sin. That is true. But even more, why was the Lord nailed on the cross for us? He wants to open our eyes. How does He open our eyes? Is it like what the Jews think? As soon as our Lord came, their eyes will be opened. No. Because He wants to open our eyes and He loves us, He had to be nailed on the cross. At noon time, we heard a voice, “My God, My God, why has Thou forsaken Me?” What does that mean? Your sins and my sins were suppressing our Lord. When the Father saw His Son, all of our sins were upon Him. So the Father turned His face away from Him. At that time, He said, “My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?” In the first three hours, even when He was going through so much pain and suffering, He still saw the smiling face of the Father. The smiling face of the Father can carry Him through all the sufferings. Sufferings were not sufferings as long as He could see smiling face of the Father. In order to complete the work of redemption, He stood in your and my position. His fellowship with the Father had never been broken before, yet in that short moment in time, when our Lord did the work of redemption for you and me, the Father turned His face away from Him. Suddenly our Lord could not see the Father’s eye. What does it mean to have illuminating eyes? Our eyes are illuminated when we see the Father’s face. When we don’t see His face, it is as if we are blind.
Heaven is heaven because God is there. Hell is hell because God is not there. When our Lord said, “My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?”, that pain is the pain of separation. That pain is the pain of hell. Our Lord has never been blind. But for you and me, He could not see anything in that moment. Why couldn’t He see anything? It was like when He said, “I thirst.” Why did He say, “I thirst.”? Because He once told the Samaritan women, if you drink of this water, you will still thirst. How could he not thirst now? Our Lord must thirst on the cross. Our Lord was nailed to the cross, not only for our sins, but to open our eyes. He said, “My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?” For this reason, He did the work of atonement for us. Thank the Lord. He was raised from the dead. The Bible tells us that He has also entered into glory.
 
What did Peter say? The one you have crucified, God has made Him Lord and Christ. In other words, God has made Him the Messiah and Christ. You don’t have to wait for the millennium. When He ascended, He was already on the throne. In the millennium, our Lord will be seated on the throne in Jerusalem. There is no doubt about this. I want to tell you the good news. You don’t have to wait till that day. That is why we are saved. He is exalted at the right hand of the Father. God has made Him our Lord and Christ. He is already Christ. Only Christ can enable our eyes to be opened. In order for our eyes to be opened, the price that He paid was His life. For you and me, He was nailed to the cross. Now He can open our eyes.
 
Remember, when He returned to heaven, it was advantageous for us. If He did not go back to heaven, the comforter, the Holy Spirit, would not come. Thank the Lord. Because He went to heaven, He is the Christ. He will open our eyes. How does He open our eyes? The Holy Spirit comes down. Jesus said, “In a short time you not see Me, in another short time, you will see Me.” Why will we not see Him? Our Lord ascended to heaven. How do we see Him? Our Lord came in the form of the Holy Spirit. Our Lord that arrives in the form of the Holy Spirit is the ascended Christ. He is the Messiah. He can open our eyes. What does it mean to be reborn? It means when we believe in Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit ignites our spirit. Our spirit was blinded; now the Holy Spirit make alive our spirit and we revived unto our Lord. Our eyes are illuminated. This is the greatest story of love in the universe. Our Lord took out both of His eyes in the cross. Thank the Lord.
When He ascended to heaven; now He an open all of our eyes. All those blind eyes in the valley are now opened.
 
Paul’s Enlightenment
 
Before Paul was saved, he was a great and very educated blind man, yet he was still blind. Thank the Lord. On the road to Damascus, he was born from above and born from the spirit. When his eyes were first opened, the first person he saw was the ascended Christ.
This is the story of our salvation.
 
If you are saved by grace, and reborn, don’t say that you don’t understand what ascension is. You may not understand, but you know it from the inside. When an infant first sees his mother’s face, he doesn’t understand. He doesn’t know. He doesn’t understand the wrinkles on his mother’s face. But in his life, he knows that that is his mother. As the infant grows, he will understand. In terms of knowing Christ, none of us can say that we know nothing. Our experience begins there. The Holy Spirit ignites our spirit. We are born of the spirit. We are reborn. We are born from above. This is our beginning. If you have not been reborn, you can have ten theologians and PhD’s but they can still not teach you what it is. If you read the theological books, many books speak of ascension. Many people try to understand the ascension through books. Paul and each one of us understand the ascension because we are born from above.
 
We begin here and this is where Paul began. Paul has to use his whole life to experience what he met. He needs God’s word. He did see, but he did not know how to explain it. He saw, but other people couldn’t. How do you let other people see what you see? For this reason, God’s word is very important. After we are saved by grace, God gave us His words. Thank the Lord. These words will explain what we saw. Remember, you saw right from the beginning, you just don’t understand; therefore, you need God’s words. It is the same with Paul. Do you remember the road to Damascus, not only did Paul see the ascended Christ, he also saw that the church is the body of Christ. How does he know that? Because the Lord said, “I am Jesus whom you prosecuted.” How is that possible?
Jesus had already been nailed to the cross. If he is already in glory, I am only prosecuting those who believe in Jesus. How could I have been prosecuting someone in heaven?
Slowly the light allows Paul to see. The head is in heaven and the body is on earth. If you hit my body, you hit me. So the Lord said, “Saul, Saul, why do you prosecute Me?” You see that vision. You see that vision on the road to Damascus. Only he saw, he needs the word of God to explain. He needs his whole life to understand what he saw. How does he understand? It was according to the word of God.
 
In his 33 years of life, Paul slowly learned what the ascension was. As the word became more and abundant in him in Ephesians, not only did Paul see, we saw as well. Because Paul gave what he saw to us, we can now see.
 
What Paul saw in Ephesians is what he saw on the road to Damascus; we cannot be without the word of God. Young people! Don’t be lazy. If you want to know Christ more, forever you cannot leave God’s word only if God’s words become abundant in you. I am not speaking of outward word, logos, I am speaking of the word of life. Why are there these words? It is not for you to become theologians or be a Bible professor. It has to do with our knowing. Without God’s word, you cannot know the Lord. You might have some vision. That is the work of the Holy Spirit. God wants to use His words to make that picture clearer. For this reason, God spoke to Paul. Not only did he speak to Paul, but these words arrive in our hands.
 
Paul’s Epistles
 
The first sets of book are 1 and 2 Thessalonians. Five years later, he wrote Romans, Galatians, 1 and 2 Corinthians. After another five years, he wrote Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians and Philemon in prison. Just before he was martyred, he wrote 1 and 2 Timothy and Titus.  These are the words that God spoke to Paul. These are the revelations that Paul received from God. This is the Christ that Paul knew. This is how he knows the death, resurrection, and ascension of Christ. When you read his epistles, don’t just look at the specifics. God gave Paul these words, so that Paul could know Christ.
That knowing is still based on what he saw before. The first day, he saw the ascended Christ. The ascended Christ will bring him back 2000 years. Now he needs Paul’s whole life. From the moment of his salvation, the ascension of Christ is Paul’s experience. Paul has a subjective experience. The dead, resurrection, and ascension of Christ can’t just be objective. It is all in the experience. We then need God’s word to make it clearer. For this reason, when you read these four sets of books, we have to ask what Paul tells us.
 
The first set is the prologue. The last set is the epilogue. The two sets in the middle have the greatest revelation. Do you remember what Paul said? I know nothing else. I just know Christ and Christ crucified on the cross. It is these words that explained what the second and third sets of books said. The second set of book shows us the cross. The third sets of books shows us the resurrected and ascended Christ. On the one hand, the cross; on the other hand, Christ. When you speak of the cross, you speak of the death of Christ. When you speak of Christ, you not only speak of resurrection, but also the ascension.
Paul knew nothing else, he only knew Christ and Christ crucified. How does he know that? It will be very clear if you read his epistles. If you read Romans, Galatians, 1 and 2 Corinthians, you will know how our Lord died. What happened when He died? It is like our brother said. In these four sets of books, His death not only solved the problem of our sin, the flesh, and the world, but also of ourselves. When you read these epistles, on one hand, Paul has experience, and on the other hand, he has deeper knowledge. All of it was based on what he had seen before. Therefore, brothers and sisters, he gave us his revelations.
 
He was in the Roman prison when he wrote the third set of books. He let us know Christ. On one hand, Paul needed the word of the Holy Spirit. On the other hand, the Holy Spirit allowed so many things to happen in Paul’s life. He learned so many things. The Holy Spirit allowed him to go through so many things. All things work together for the good of those who love Him; the purpose of the Lord was for him to even know more about the ascended Christ. Not only was He the resurrected Christ, but an ascended Christ. The knowledge of the death, resurrection, and ascension of Christ is not only objective. More importantly, it is subjective. The objective knowledge is always matched up with the subjective experience. Ever since Paul was saved, these two things went together. If we are to follow the Lord, we have on one hand the objective truth and on the other hand, the subjective experience. The Holy Spirit allows many situations, and through these situations He speaks. Though the words, He explains the environment. Slowly Paul’s eyes were opened, and he showed us the Christ whom he knew. Many times, we admire his revelations, but our experiences are so far behind. We are not worthy to speak of Paul’s revelations. We cannot keep up with him. If we are to see what the Holy Spirit did in Paul’s life and now allowed him to see his Christ, not only do we see the Holy Spirit birthed Paul. The Holy Spirit also molded Paul through the cross. Throughout his whole life, he needed to experience this.
 
When Paul wrote Romans, Galatians, 1 and 2 Corinthians, it was the apex of Paul’s life. His life reached an apex. His usefulness was at his apex. When he went out on his missionary journey, not just the first, second, but his third missionary journey, if you have made an account, he had approximately gone through all of Asia minor and half of Europe. You can say that it is about half of the circumference of this world. Not only that, but Paul indeed bore much fruit. Our Lord needs many more Pauls. One Paul is not enough. We need ten, and even hundreds of Paul. When Paul wrote Romans, Galatians, 1 and 2 Corinthians, we have to say his revelation reached an apex. Do you remember what he told the elder in Ephesus? He said, “According to God’s will, I have not keep anything from you.” So these four books should encompass all of God’s will. Paul thought he reached his apex. We also thought that he did. His life reached an apex. It is as if he reached Mount Herman. His usefulness was at his all-time high. He said, “There is no other place that I can preach. I am going to Rome.” Who spoke similar words? Alexander the Great. After he conquered the entire world, he was crying in his tent. His general asked him why he was crying. He said, “From now on, I don’t have any more land to conquer.” Only Alexander the Great spoke those words, but Paul spoke the same words. He wanted to conquer the whole world for Christ. Of the Macedonian region, he said there were no more places that He could speak. For this reason, he had to go to Rome. In terms of usefulness for the Lord, he reached the highest he could reach. He was on the Mount of Transfiguration when God answered his prayer.
 
While when the sun was at its highest, he said, “ I want to go to Rome.” God listened to his prayer. He did go to Rome. Paul said, “I want to joyfully come into Your midst.” God listened to his prayer, and He did not. He answered his prayer by letting him go to
Rome. He did not listen to his prayer for he did not go to Rome joyfully. He was going in chains. He had never thought of that. His schedule was Spain and Rome. He thought he would joyfully go to Rome. Paul did not go to Rome as a tourist because God’s word said this Gospel will reach the ends of the world. At that time, if you preached the Gospel to Rome, that would be the end of the world. Paul forsook everything. He wanted to gain the whole world for Christ. For this reason, he wanted to go to Rome.
 
Paul’s Imprisonment
 
Thank the Lord for listening to his prayer because that desire was God’s desire. God’s ways are always above our ways. Before it was a bright and shiny day, then it downpoured rain. When Paul was the most useful, he was chained. Therefore Paul kept saying, “My chains.” What does that mean? Paul was a lively Paul. He would preach the gospel anywhere. No matter where he went, so many people bowed before the Lord. This pair of hands was very different than all others. This pair of hand could be bound together. If this pair of hands was bound together, what would happen to those souls? Our hands can be bound. We are not useful people. Even if we live longer, we might not be useful.
Yet Paul is different. Paul should live for longer years and be used by the Lord for many more years. Why, when Paul was the most useful time, was he bound in chains?
Somebody so lively, used mightily by the Lord, full of revelations, suddenly he became bound in chains and then imprisoned in Rome. You can’t imagine. Paul was not an angel. He was like you and me with flesh and blood. When we tear, he tears. When we are sorrowful, he is also sorrowful. When we are dejected, he is also dejected. If you read the letters of Paul, he is not without time of weakness, tearing, and self-pity. Do you see that? This had a great impact to him. He was prepared to be used by the Lord. He did not prepare to be bound by the Lord. All of us used by the Lord are prepared to be used by the Lord. We are never prepared to not be used. It was our Lord that sculpted Paul for over 20 years. Now Paul was the one that shines. Paul was useful. At this time, Paul was bound. Brothers and sisters, what kind of feelings do you have? The feeling is as if somebody who loves his life, somebody is an athlete who is very active, and suddenly he gets a stroke. Suddenly he cannot move. He can only remain in a chair. Before the whole world was his, now he is limited to this small area.
 
Sometimes we say we experience something because we were disobedient. We know why something happened to us: the Holy Spirit needs to correct us. How do you explain
Paul’s situation? Paul wanted to fulfill the will of God. He did not go to Rome for himself. He was going there for the Lord. You can picture when Paul was in prison. What kind of feeling is that? When somebody was hurt, when somebody was provoked, it was very easy for him to always think of himself. He pitified himself. Then he closed himself in a shell. He couldn’t rise up. This was not only a spiritual man because the men of this
world are the same. In this world, there is a word, depression. Somebody tells us that depression is a sickness. Because of its environment, many people fall into this own hole. They cannot climb out. Their hurt is too great. They can talk to nobody. They have to fallen into self. The greatest hurt the environment can give us is for us to look deeper and deeper into ourselves.  You can see that when Paul was in prison.  Being a man, he was the same as you and me. So many times we turn into self-pity. So many times we put ourselves into a box and cannot get out. Many times people need medication. At this time, where is the way of salvation? Why did our Lord bind Paul and put him in prison?
 
Thank the Lord. When you read the epistles of imprisonment, prison was his true experience. In Ephesians, he told us a secret. The secret is that he went through all these sufferings. It was especially when he was suddenly bounded by the Lord. What is the answer? Who can save him from himself? I say this again. Many times our sufferings are not severe. It is only when we tumble ourselves into self that makes it worst. The sufferings in our lives might not be that heavy. The deeper you dig into yourself, the worse the suffering. Where is our road to salvation? How were you saved? How were you reborn? Where is the way to salvation? Why do we need medication? Our Lord has already prepared us salvation. What and how He did it in Paul, He will do in our lives. Of course, we are not in the same situation as Paul. We also have sufferings. Sometimes similarly to Paul, we don’t understand. It is easy to be pitiful. We always ask “Why me among all these people?” If the Lord were to give you a million dollars, you would never ask “Why me?” When you hit sufferings, then you ask “Why me? What have I done to deserve this?” So many times, we can’t explain our sufferings, just as Paul could not explain how he was bound. As you slowly read the epistles of Paul, you will understand the usefulness of the chain. The chains have to do with his revelations. This shows us that what God gives us is all a result of the prayer of the Holy Spirit. Because He is interceding for us, all things work together for good. There are no accidents in a Christian’s life. We have only but incidents. Everything that happens to you is the result of the prayer of the Holy Spirit. Because it is the will of God for us to be conformed to the image of Christ, He has prepared different environments for us so that we might lose our freedom, we might be in a difficult situation. Thank the Lord! This is a very important lesson. When Paul wrote Ephesians, we know what he went through. How did he surpass and get out of it?
 
Paul’s Overcoming
 
It was as if no one could save him from there. Paul was still in prison. Where was the problem? Paul was enclosing himself. Yet thank the Lord. The One who saved him is the One he first met when he became saved.
 
Let us read Ephesians 1:19, “And what is the surpassing greatness of his power towards us those who believe.”
 
This is what Paul understood through his experience. May be we don’t understand, but Paul understood. Paul knew that there is a surpassing greatness of power. When he was enclosed in himself, no one could save him. When he had fallen into suffering, no one could save him. At this time, he felt this power. That power was what he gained when he was first saved. That power was already in him. This power was a power of greatness and what is the surpassing greatness of his power. What is that power inside of us?
 
Ephesians 1:20, “Which he brought about in Christ when He raised Him from the dead.” This great power is in Christ. This power has two things. On one hand, it allows him to rise from the dead, on the other hand, it allows him to be seated at the right hand of God. There is resurrection power, and there is an ascension power. This power was already in Paul. When Paul was in himself, what power allowed him to be raised from the dead?
What power allowed him to be ascended?
 
Ascension means that all enemies are at your foot. The whole world is at your feet. Before, he was below everything, he was under the environment, the suffering, and the chains. Who saved him beyond the chains? Now the chains are below. Prison is below. This is what Paul experienced. Because Paul experienced this, he shared it with us. What is His strength and might? The strength of His might is so that He can be raised from the dead. Our brother already shared that this is a great power. Brothers and sisters, if you were to be raised from the dead, you might still be on earth. You might still be in the enclosure of yourself. We are alive, but we are still on earth. Thank the Lord!
 
Resurrection and ascension are always together. If a power allows us to be resurrected, it will always allow us to be ascended. All the enemies are at our feet. Do you see what Paul describe it as? Let’s continue to read verse 21, “Far above all rule and authority, and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age, but also in the ones to come. And He put all things and subjective under his feet.”
 
How is that possible? God has a power in Christ. Not only to allow Him to rise from the dead, but to be seated at the right hand of the Father. It surpasses all. Everything is subjected under His feet. This is what happened in our Lord’s life, but Paul said that this power is in us also. Thank the Lord; because of this power, we can experience the ascension of Christ. Because of the power of resurrection and ascension, it brings us into heaven. Because of this reason, when Paul wrote Ephesians, Colossian, Philippians, and Philemon, you see this picture of the heaven. Ephesians shows us the heavenly position. Colossian shows us the heavenly life. Philippians shows us the heavenly reward.
Philemon shows us the heavenly man. When did Paul learn this lesson? Paul shows us that there is a power there. It is not only objective that the Lord has ascended, He is also seated at the right hand of God.
 
We should overcome because that overcoming life is in us. That great power is in us. This is an amazing story. You all know the story of how a caterpillar becomes a butterfly. A caterpillar is not only ugly, but also lives in a flat land with only two dimensions. It doesn’t know that there is another dimension called the heavens. If you want to let a caterpillar know what heaven is, it is impossible. It can go to seminary to learn what ascension is, but it doesn’t have the experience of ascension. One day, the caterpillar enters into a cocoon. It is no longer two-dimensional in the cocoon. It is now zero dimensions. In the Old Testament, the greatest reward that the Lord gave the Israelites is the land. You have to be careful if you do business with the Jews because all the earthly blessings are given to the Jews. If you do business with then, all the money in your pocket will go to their pocket because the Lord has blessed them. That is the story of the Old Testament. God said, “You worm, Jacob.” That is the story of Jacob. What does that mean? You only know two dimensions. One day, God showed him a vision that he never saw before. He saw a heavenly ladder all the way to heaven. That ladder pointed toward another dimension. Now we understand. Our Lord is the heavenly ladder. Through the heavenly ladder, we know what is heaven. Otherwise, we will be like a caterpillar walking on this world. Thank the Lord. Before becoming a butterfly, it must go into a cocoon. Maybe it doesn’t understand why am I am confined to this cocoon. I can’t move. This is my prison. If the caterpillar were to write a letter, he would say, “These are my chains.” Thank the Lord. One day, if this life is a life of death and resurrection, what does it mean? That means it will be alive again. Not only that, this is one life that would take it to heaven. When the butterfly is flying around, its dimensions are already one higher than being the caterpillar. This is Paul’s experience of ascension.
 
Ascension as the Gospel
 
Paul was just like that caterpillar. Paul had the concept of the Messiah’s kingdom; therefore, he thought of salvation for the whole world. When he wrote Romans and Galatians, the gospel was to conquer the whole world. If the gospel can conquer the Romans, it can conquer the whole world. When you read Paul’s set of books, everything was about the world. It is different now. When he came of the cocoon, the power of resurrection and ascension inside took him to the heavens. Then he wrote these four epistles. We thought if you reached Roman, it couldn’t get any higher. But now it is higher. It was only global; now it is universal. Church now is the universal man: the head in heaven, the body on earth. The church that Paul shows us is a heavenly one. It is very different than the church we see today. We always say we forget our umbrella at church, and if the church is the body of Christ, how can we forget our umbrella at church? For the church, Paul went through death and suffering. He was bound in chains. The power of ascension took him to heaven. He can tell us the things of the heaven. If you want to know the ascended Christ, read these four epistles: Ephesians, Colossians Philippians and Philemon. According to Paul, ascension is not only about position, not only are we seated with the Lord, but it is also the gospel.
 
In reality, Romans speaks of the gospel. Ephesians also speaks of the gospel. Romans begins with men, “For all have sinned and have fallen short of the glory of the God.” It went from the earth to the heaven. When Ephesians speaks of the glory of God, Paul takes us to the heaven. God has given us all the blessings of the heaven.
 
May the Lord open our eyes. Now Paul can see the situation in heaven. On one hand, he is seated with Christ at the right hand. On the other hand, this is his actual experience.
This is not only an objective truth, but also a subjective experience. What is ascension? You are no longer buried in your own circumstance. You are no longer buried under pain or suffering. Yes, pain does exist, but you are no longer encompassed in yourselves. It is the power of resurrection and ascension that saves us from ourselves, takes us away from our environments.
 
You might have sandstorms on this earth. I remember when I was once in Richmond, Virginia. There was a very big snowstorm. I was wondering if I should take the plane. I never had that experience. When the plane was slowly ascending, we were surrounded by snow. If you were in Virginia, everything was covered with snow. Yet when the plane got into the sky, the sun shown. The power of resurrection and ascension is just like the plane that saves us from the environment. We might still be in prison. We might still be on earth. That prison is like the heaven. No wonder Madam Guyon said, “When I was in prison, every brick in the prison is like a precious stone.” This is an ascended person.
Here is somebody that experienced ascension. In other words, somebody who experienced the rapture. Thank the Lord. This is a true experience. Many people can testify to this.
 
As In Heaven
 
There is a brother named Robert Chapman. He really loved the Lord. He was one of the very famous brothers among the brethren in England over a hundred years ago. Darby really knew how to read the Bible. George Muller really knew how to pray. Robert Chapman knew how to love. One day, somebody wrote a letter, but did not know what his address was. The address was simply Robert Chapman, University of Love, England, and you never thought that this letter would actually arrive to Robert Chapman. He was known for his love. His view was different than Darby. For example, Darby believed in pre-rapture. Robert Chapman believed that overcomers are rapture. The followers of Darby always criticized him. Darby got upset because those who actually criticized Robert Chapman wanted to gain favor from Darby. Darby said, “Don’t criticize our brother. We always say that we are seated with Christ in the heavens. Our brother is there right now.” Do you see that? That is somebody with the experience of ascension. Not only that, but we have a hymn that we all like to sing, “Lord I Desire to Live Before You whether morning or night, just one time.”
 
Recently, we had an opportunity to go to Dublin, Ireland. My greatest desire was to see one of the greatest gardens in Europe. It is the Garden of Power Scott. Power Scott was a sister who really loved the Lord. It was Robert Chapman who told us, “ Lady Scott, this sister, she was indeed heavenly. She was so heavenly it was as if her feet never touched that ground.” She was Lady Scott. She was widowed at the age of 23. The Lord received her at age 36. Such a spiritual sister, and many people ask why she lived such a short life. All those who lived with Lady Scott in the village knew that she was heavenly. She opened up her castle. Darby would always go by horse to that castle. Part of that castle still exists. The garden is still there. She was in the garden as if she was not. If you read some of poems that she wrote, you will know that this is somebody living with Christ in the heavenlies. Do you remember in history of China there was the Boxer Rebellion?
Many of the Western missionaries suffered much at that time. At that time, the daughter- in-law of Hudson Taylor was in China. For four days, her situation was critical. Many missionaries from the West were martyred for the Lord. Later, Hudson Taylor’s daughter-in-law wrote in her dairy, “In those four days, we couldn’t tell if we were in heaven or on earth.” Those were the most dangerous four days. Those were the days when they suffered the most and when they were prosecuted. But there is one person that can be seated with Christ in the heavenly.
 
When you read the whole book of Ephesians, it speaks of sitting at the beginning, and then it speaks of walking, and than standing. Sit, walk, and stand. When speaking of sitting, it is sitting with Christ in heaven. You don’t have to do anything. Everything is done for you. The victory has been won. We’ve gone through Golgotha. The Lord has resurrected. The battle is done. Salvation is complete. Now the Lord is seated. It shows that He is satisfied. For this reason, when we are saved, we are seated with Christ in heavens. This is not only an objective truth, but also a subjective experience. Thank the Lord! When Paul wrote Ephesians, he allows us to see the heavenly position.
 
When we read Colossians, especially in chapter three, we see a heavenly life. How do we know that it is heavenly life? Let us read, Colossians 3:1 “If then you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.”
 
You see that resurrection and ascension are interlinked. If you have been raised with Christ, that resurrection power does not just end there. There is also the ascension. Not only does the caterpillar come out, but it also goes into the air and becomes a butterfly. What is the meaning of where Christ is seated at the right hand of God, the heavenly? The latter part of verse three, “Your life is hidden with Christ in God.”
 
Where is it hidden? It is hidden there. That is Christ who is our life. What life is that life? If you read in context, it is the resurrection and ascension life. Does it mean that we are no longer on earth? Does it mean that you don’t descend from heaven? No. Verse 5, “Therefore, it considered the members of your earthly body.” We are still on earth. On one hand we are on earth. On the other hand, we are in heaven.
 
What is the reason? Because our Lord ascended to heaven, the Holy Spirit descended from heaven. The heavens came down. The Lord became flesh in Jerusalem. Heaven was in Jerusalem. When He went to Galilee, heaven went to Galilee. Because He was incarnated, the body limited him. Thank the Lord. When the Holy Sprit descended, there was no limit. So then the heavens descended. Now you are on earth as if you are in heavens. How do you touch heaven? You are on earth. Heaven is so far away. Yet thank the Lord. Because of the accomplishment of the Holy Spirit, on one hand you are on earth, and on the other hand you are in heaven. You have to consider the members of your earthly body. You can’t be relaxed just because you are in heaven. What kind of life is this heavenly life? It is an amphibious life. You know the frog can live on water or land because the life that it has is an amphibious one. According to Colossians, the life that
you and I have is an amphibious life. On one hand we are in heaven. On the other hand we are on earth. Paul was in prison, yet he was also in heaven. Thank the Lord. Isn’t this your and my experience? Let’s remember, heaven and earth are connected for this reason. More importantly, the Lord is our heavenly ladder. The Holy Spirit has descended. He is omnipresent. He can bring heaven everywhere. If we experience all the work that the
Holy Spirit has done on us, we are on earth as if we are in heaven. This is a glorious thing. Colossians shows us a heavenly life. We are in heaven and on earth. On earth, we have a body. We have sin. There is the world. There is self. How do we put ourselves to death?
It has to do with our position in heaven. Because you have a heavenly life, you are seated with Christ in the heaven. Because you have that experience, you are in heaven. You can put to death your body on earth. I ask you to do an experiment. Has anybody picked themselves up before? Because you are in a space, you can’t lift yourselves up in the same space. But if somebody is in a different space, then he can pick you up. So many times we want to deal with sin and the flesh. How do you deal with the flesh? It is like you can’t save yourselves. You have to have a heavenly position. The Bible said you could put to death your body on earth. This is the secret of our overcoming. Sonship is overcoming life.
 
The Overcoming Life
 
Now we see the secret of overcoming here. We spoke of this last Persian Gulf War. We know the secret behind the American victory. If it were not because those heavenly eye, the satellite that controls everything on earth, they would not have won the war.
Do you remember the story of Deborah, how she defeated the enemies? She told ten thousand armies to go up to Mount Tabor. Mount Tabor represented the ascended place. All the enemies surrounded Mount Tabor. Deborah used her wisdom. She sent some of the armies from the southern part. When they came the southern part, those that were besieging Mount Tabor went to Mount Tabor. Not only that, but according to Judges, God attacked Sisera in the skies. Because God attacked from the skies, the river flowed up. The river overflowed and all the chariots were stuck in the mud. When somebody falls into the flesh, he can’t save himself. Even if he is an iron chariot, he cannot save himself. How were Deborah and the armies saved? On one hand, they came from an overcoming position with the attack. On the other hand, God worked through the stars. The enemies were stuck in the mud. In the end, they gained victory. May the Lord open our eyes. If we are to overcome flesh, sin, and the world, there is a very important secret. You need to know that the life that we gain is an ascending one. Even as you are seated with Christ in heaven, you need to put to death your earthly body. This is our true experience. In the past, the planes in China were really old. One time, the pilot noticed there were some mice running around. He said there were too many mice. What were they going to do? He thought of a very good idea. He started flying the plane higher and higher, so high to a point that the mice suffocated because they couldn’t breathe. Flesh can only live on earth, but not in heaven. This life is a heavenly life.
 
When we read Philippians, we will gain a heavenly reward. Even though Paul was in prison, he said, “I am no longer in prison. I am on the racetrack. I am running toward the goal.” Somebody in prison should retire and rest. He said, “No, I am running toward the goal. I consider all as rubbish to gain Christ.” You want to gain Christ. How do you gain Christ? The original means to win Christ? If we know God’s grace, we don’t dare use that word. Yet don’t forget! In the four prison epistles, the other three speak of life.
However, Philippians clearly speaks of the kingdom. Just like the four gospels, the first three speak of the kingdom. John speaks of kingdom. Here we see Paul running toward the goal. He didn’t say that he was perfect. The words he used were as if he was in a race, and the Lord is the goal. Paul shows us that we are citizens of heaven. For this reason, he lives under the light of the kingdom. Not only that, when we read Philemon, it was written when Paul was appealing on the behalf of Onesimus to Philemon. When Paul wrote Philemon, it was at the same time as when he wrote Ephesians and Colossians. If we read Ephesians and Colossians, we have to admit, his revelation was great. Colossians shows to us that Christ is the head of the church. Ephesians shows us that the church is the body of Christ. This revelation is so mighty. If you want to know Paul, he is someone who saw great revelation, someone who saw Christ as the head and the church as the
body. If he really knows what the head is and what the body is, what kind of person is he?
Philemon shows us who he is. Don’t tell me what you saw that was so great. Don’t tell me how great your vision was. You want to show what kind of person sees that vision.
 
When you read Philemon, there is a heavenly man. He said, “Like me, the aged Paul.” He is a man. He has walked a long way. He said, “It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me.” He said, “ I am the Paul who aged.” On the other hand, he said, “ I am the prisoner of Christ.” On these two points, he was appealing on the behalf of Onesimus to Philemon. He said, “If you regard me as a partner, please accept him; accept him as you would accept me. If he has done you any wrong, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. I, Paul, will repay you. I am writing this with my own hand.” Paul eyesight was not good. Other people were writing for him. When Paul said he wrote it himself, this is a heavenly man. Who does he remind you of? He reminds you of the story of the cross.
How our Lord appeal on the cross for us, “If he owes you anything, if he wrong you in anyway, charge that to my account, I will repay it.” Here is a heavenly man conformed to the image of Christ. As he was appealing on the behalf Onesimus. We see this person not only knew Christ and the Church, he was conformed to the image of His Son. As he was appealing, you will be reminded of how our Lord appealed for us on the cross. We are all Onesimus. We have wronged the Lord in so many ways. We cannot repay Him. How our Lord appealed to the Father, “Accept him as you would accept me. If he has wronged you in anything, or owes you, charge that to My account. I will repay it.” Now we see a heavenly man, not only having a heavenly position, but also gaining heavenly life and he was going to gain the heavenly reward. He was also a heavenly man. For Paul, the ascension was not only a theory, but it was his experience. Thank the Lord. Now we understand. When you put all of the words that God gave Paul together, all these words can explain the light that he saw. He said, “ I was never disobedient to the heavenly vision.” That vision is the same, yet it got deeper and deeper. The knowing is deeper. Before, the words were not enough, now the words of God are enough. Now not only Paul saw what he saw, but the church can also see what he saw. Now we understand that the church is the body of Christ. From Paul’s experience, we know Christ’s death, resurrection and ascension. May the Lord impress his words deeply upon us.
 
Let us pray, “Lord, we thank You. May You bless these words! If You find it pleasing, use these words. We pray this in the precious name of Jesus, Amen.”
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